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 5K RACE TO BENEFIT TENNESSEE NATIONAL GUARD COMBAT CASUALTY RELIEF FUND AT THE NASHVILLE SUPERSPEEDWAY

-- Kuwait-Based Soldiers to Simultaneously Run “Virtual” Save-A-Lot Yellow Ribbon Run 5K--

(NASHVILLE, TN) July 22, 2010 - Pepsi Beverages Company and Save-A-Lot Food Stores are partnering to host a 5K walk/run - the “Save-A-Lot Yellow Ribbon Run 5K” - to benefit the Tennessee National Guard Combat Casualty Relief Fund.  The event will be held on Friday, August 6, 2010 at the Nashville SuperSpeedway in Lebanon, TN.  Registration on the day of the event begins at 5 p.m., but pre-registration at www.yellowribbon5k.com is encouraged.

“While this isn’t the first time Pepsi and Save-A-Lot have partnered to support members of the military in Tennessee, it’s the first time we’ve organized such a large, charitable event for these heroes, and we couldn’t be more proud,” said Pepsi Beverages Company Senior Customer Marketing Manager David Huckleberry.  “Proceeds from the 5K will support local Tennessee military  families, offsetting financial hardships incurred as a result of combat-related injuries or casualties while serving our country.”

In January, Pepsi launched the Pepsi Refresh Project, a challenge to Americans to “refresh their communities,” Huckleberry said.  Working closely with Save-A-Lot Food Stores, Pepsi Beverages Company’s Tennessee Market Unit formed the “Save-A-Lot Yellow Ribbon Run 5K” to help inject financial and public support for the Tennessee National Guard and the 22 men and women in the Tennessee National Guard who have given their lives for their country, as well as the hundreds of injured soldiers.    

“Honoring fallen and injured soldiers, and providing support to their families is something our company feels strongly about,” said Houchens Industries Vice President David Burnett.  “Tennessee is the Volunteer State, and that is what these men and women have done….they have volunteered to protect our country, even at the expense of their own lives, and that’s something our team at Houchens Save-A-Lot does not take for granted. “ 

Soldiers Stationed in Kuwait to Run Virtual Save-A-Lot Yellow Ribbon Run 5K
More than twenty Tennessee National Guard soldiers currently deployed to Kuwait will virtually run the “Save-A-Lot Yellow Ribbon Run 5K” on a 5K course created by soldiers at a military base in Kuwait.

“While there are many exciting elements of the Yellow Ribbon 5K, the most exciting is the fact that we have a group of strong-willed, dedicated soldiers, determined to support their comrades, and though deployed they are running the race from Kuwait in conjunction with the race participants in Tennessee,” said Race Director Tawni Fite.  The Nashville SuperSpeedway will broadcast the virtual 5K from Kuwait on the venue’s jumbo tron simultaneously on race day.  

About the Save-A-Lot Yellow Ribbon Run 5K
The Save-A-Lot Yellow Ribbon Run 5K will take place on the property of the Nashville SuperSpeedway.  The course will finish at the NASCAR track’s Start/Finish line.
Participants can register online at www.yellowribbon5k.com for the 5K walk/run.  The registration fee for adults is $25.  Children under the age of 12 may participate at no cost with their guardian(s).  All registered participants will receive t-shirts and gift bags, and additional t-shirts will be sold for $10 at the event.  To keep runners and walkers hydrated, Aquafina and Gatorade stations will be on-site and along the course, as well as food stations, provided by Save-A-Lot Food Stores.   Race-day registration begins at 5 p.m. CST with the race starting at 8 p.m. CST.  For a course map, please visit www.yellowribbon5k.com.  For more information on the Save-A-Lot Yellow Ribbon Run 5K, please call Race Director Tawni Fite at 479.831.9900 or e-mail Tawni.Fite@yellowribbon5k.com, or visit www.yellowribbon5k.com
###
